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July 8, 1993

Ms. Donna R. Searcy
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, N.W., Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

/
Dear Ms. Searcy:

The Maine Turnpike Authority supports the comments filed by the
International Bridge, Tunnel and Turnpike Association (IBTTA),
representing over 300 toll facilities worldwide, opposing the
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) , PR Docket'"l ~~

This NPRM would change interim regulations governin the use of
Industrial, Scientific and Medical (ISM) applications operating in
the range of 902 - 928 MHz. Electronic Toll and Traffic Management
(ETTM) and Automatic Vehicle Identification (AVI) systems, examples
of Intelligent Vehicle Highway Systems (IVHS), also use this band.

Should this NPRM be granted, there would be inadequate frequencies
available to operate effective and accurate electronic toll
collection systems as desired by the Motoring pUblic nationwide.
Adoption of this NPRM would give an exclusive use status to one
particular type of an IVHS application, a vehicle location and
tracking system, when these systems were designed to effectively
co-exist in this frequency.

Under this NPRM, highway agencies, toll facilities and ultimately
the consumer would have to pay the anticipated costs and endure
undue inconvenience when existing ETTM systems would have to be
modified to conform to the new operating frequencies within the
stated three year migration period.
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For toll authorities planning to install and operate ETTM systems
in the near future, they would experience implementation delays,
greater risks and increased costs with such limited frequency
availability.
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